Government and Economics
Mr. Race

Course Objective:

Government and Economics are semester classes that are required social studies courses.  These are not regent’s courses and therefore, allow more freedom in the topics that we can look at throughout the year.  Our goal is to learn more about these two very important topics, as they can have a major impact on all our lives.  BOTH OF THESE COURSES MUST BE PASSED IN ORDER TO GRADUATE!!!  
Student Expectations:

· Students are expected to arrive on time and ready to learn each day.  This means not only do you need your supplies for each day but you must also be mentally ready to learn.  So stay AWAKE!!!

· Each day the student will need to bring their materials they need for class.  This will range from writing utensils to their notebook (NOT TAKING NOTES CAUSES DRAMATIC GRADE DROPS).  This class does not have a textbook HOWEVER, reading materials will be provided and the students must bring these to class.

· Students will be given many handouts throughout the year so they will need to have some type of organization to do well in this class.  There is no mandatory way to keep organized but I will be happy to give you some ideas if you are having a problem.

· In class students will be expected to positively participate in class.  This not only helps learning but also makes the classroom a more enjoyable place to be.  

· Disruptive or disrespectful actions towards students or teachers will not be tolerated.  Hate speech and bullying are not tolerated.  No food or drinks will be allowed in the classroom.  Also if there is a substitute teacher they will be treated with complete respect or they will be harshly dealt with.

· Class time is only part of the learning.  You will be expected to do work outside of the classroom so there will be homework.  This will include various projects and maybe even some studying (scary as that may be).

· You will have work assigned to you on a weekly basis.  Complete the work to the best of your ability and if you need help please see me.  However, whining about having to do work is not needed.  You are young adults so act like it!
Absences

Of course a few absences may occur, we cannot predict the future.  However, students are expected to be in class if able.  If not they must make up the work they have missed.  If the student is absent for a quiz or test they must be prepared to make it up promptly.  Please be sure to talk to me after an absence or possibly before to see what you’re missing.  Also please note that the district is implementing a new attendance policy which will be a zero tolerance rule stating that the students can only miss a certain number of days for the class.  This is of special note because this is a half year course which means the student has only 13 days.  Since a tardy is time missed in class, every 3 tardies by the student will result in an absence.  BE ON TIME!
Cell Phone Policy
Cell phones in the classroom are a distraction to the student using them and everyone around them.  Therefore, they should not be present in the classroom.  Students will be given one warning to put the cell phone away.  If they refuse or are found using them again they will have to give it to the office and their parents will have to pick them up.
Grading Procedures:

· Grading will be done on a point based system, and grade record sheets will be available if students want to keep track of your scores.

· Assignments will be weighted according to their value, generally in the following fashion:

Most worksheets or short written assignments (x1 or x2)

Projects (Varies by length x4-x10)

Essay (Varies by length x3-x4)

Quizzes (x3-x4)

Unit Tests (x7)

· Late assignments will have a 20 point deduction on most assignments for each day late.  After two days the student can get no more then a 50 on that assignment.  Back work may be turned in till the end of each 5 weeks unless previously stated in class.  Of course if students have a valid excuse the student will be given time to make the assignments up.  However, the student MUST talk to me in order to make up work.

· Cheating will not be tolerated.  If I find that cheating has occurred that student will fail that assignment.  If greater measures need to be taken they will and you can expect no leniency on this issue. 
· Students MUST keep a notebook that is up to date and readable in order to study and complete work from.  This will be about a quiz grade worth of work on a quarterly basis. 

· The student’s grade for this course will calculate in both courses separately.  Each will be independent and will count two 10 week marking periods and either a final or culminating project.  

Teachers Statement:

It is my goal that everyone be successful in these classes.  The students will be treated fairly and be given every opportunity to do well.  However, each student must be willing to help themselves.  This means that they must be prepared to work both inside the classroom and out.  This class will be treated like a high level class so even more will be expected from them.  As senior students they should be prepared to do what is necessary to be successful and should not expect to pass simply because they are seniors.  Students MUST pass both of these classes in order to graduate!!!  Please ask me if you have any questions or problems and I will be happy to answer them.  

Parent Expectations:
Thank you for taking the time to read through this class outline.  I know that you are busy and your time is limited.  However, I would like to stress how happy I am to be working with the seniors again this year.  Many of the students as seniors already have developed solid work habits and are self starters.  But as we know some seniors still have problems working to their full potential.  For that, I would ask for any help you can give me.  I only see the students for 40 minutes a day and in that time we are normally dealing with numerous issues.  So if possible please be aware of a number of ways that you can keep track of your student’s performance.  The district will provide each parent or guardian with login codes to view grades and assignments on the district website.  Also the progress reports and report cards are still viable ways to gauge what your son or daughter performance in class (Every 5 weeks).  In my experience there are two ways to fail this course.  One is attendance which has been discussed earlier.  The other way they are failing or not preforming at the level they should, is if they are not completing their assignments in full and on time.  On that note you should expect to see the first progress report by the second week of October.  Also please feel free to contact me at krace@greenecsd.org or call the school and they will put you through to me.  Again thank you for your time and together I’m sure we can ensure a successful senior year in government and economics.  
Please detach and return

________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE SHARE THIS WITH YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIANS. 
Parent or Guardian Name___________________________

Email______________________________________

Phone number you would like to be reached at

______________________________________

Parents or Guardian signature_____________________________

Student’s signature______________________________

I can be contacted through the school if there are any questions.  Please sign this if you have read and understand the overview.  

